Pats Peak’s trails glow at nighttime undér the lights.

. .




?' powder ?NH sklv resort provldes full day of fun.

By PEG NEWLAND

Correspondent

I—IENNIKER The new yéar
blew in with 35 mph gusts aj
_ wind chill of minus 10, biit with"
trails loaded with wmdblown
sniow and night lights on; there
. was only, one way: 1o’ celebrate
2009, and that was heading’”
' . straught down "
) East Wind to
' ONE TANI\ ’Squall Line at
Pats Peak. - N

o - lights, Families pile : around: pic-

an; assortment of egg rolls, ham, ‘
.- :cheese and- crackers, steak tips -

covered in blue and whlte stage

c{tables_mthen: spande and

and corn dogs, a melange of t1d— am

VUL Pats Peak— an

accesmble famlly rnountam in’
thie shadow of Sunapee and. .
- Crotched Mountain — is lit- and

ready for apartymthemldstof _‘dp ‘_, ¢

a storm that has kept most of

the sane‘masses home'and in pa- g
jamas. I am, however; dréssed in . 3¢tk

layers that render my arms and

legs almost useless But at least . amug.

‘T'm warm. ‘
Pine branches thwack the g

* trails, but 6 inchies of real snow -
combined with manmade snow = "

' givea good glide down and
rarely an ice screéch. This isn't’
aplace where you rush down .
trails to avoid the linés because,
as the Lifties say that night,
“Only the hardcore people are
here tonight.” I aui not ‘espe-

* cially hardcore but nod my.

ready to face the screaming.
' winds. I-sit hunkered dovmn on
, the metal chair headmg upto -
- carvedice moguls and s1lent

* trails at thetop,.

With 22 trails and six glades,

- Pats Peak has'some of the-
. steepest and longest pitches'in -

. southern New England, and it’s -
; less than an hour away from,
; Nashua. I'decide to take the .
: longest trall rather than the..

me almost backward. I raise my

arms straight out, and with the ~

wind gusts flappmg my jacket

and freezing my cheeks, Ican

. almost take flight over the hiils -
toward Concord Instead, T .

. skate the skis and push the
‘poles until I'm headfirst to the -
lodge that shines in ¢andlelight.
I can smell the smoke of a fire-
placé and see the fogged win-
dows dripping, promising.
warmth and a hot toddy. T sk1
over “Happy New Year” spot:lit
on the snow, and I feel ready to
celebrate skiing six of the 22

trails in sub-zero temperatures )

1 take my boots off once in-
side and push them to the fire
screens. Teenage waiters greet’
frozen skiers in bright red shirts
and “Happy New Year” hats.

karaoke ona makeshlft stage
¢
. o

- highlight all the trails she skis, -
: and'I watch her, froxn the win- .

. lights'are off ad
head anyway to show I’m tough .

) l]ng sfow fisingin
my hands curved around o

My daughter, Haley, ; 'es t

and what “needs to be done" e
. thatevering Hér favorites are ’
- ’Ibrnado, Cyclone and Tw15ter, el

shut down the lifts. She ra15es

* her poletothe skyasifthe - :
o Weather doesn’t matter; mght '
- skung the mdif pursuit. |

After dmner and dessert the -

""" frozen mountain beckons. Th1s

time, however, the tubing hill is ™ "

‘the way to travel. The tubmg
‘ ;park is 600 feet long by 85 feet N
w1de and you have to: layon - -

your belly, barreling down the

" iced trail headfirst: ThlS seems .

like the perfect thing to'do on a

' blustery Ne ew Yeat’s: Eve night:
. Helmets are encouraged,, jand -
‘wé wear them because they’ re

padded and wart. Usually re-

© servedin two—hour segments, _

this night is open for six.

~ straight. Children as young 'asS L
" careen down, as parents watch - -

in scarves and mittens, waving. . '

"The best part is the steep ramp

at theend of the run andthe. .

‘backward tw:rhng torestina .
. cushioned tube. It is highly ad- « *
- dietive even w:1th frozen fmgers o

and toes. .

The parkmg lot 1s mostly
empty when we leave. People
pile skis and poles, bootsand -

* helmets haphazardly into backs . - a
N of Jeeps, trucks and cars,not . . -

caring where they land, only

‘wanting the warmth of the

. heated car. Children’s heads A
~There is a young girl singing

nod sleepily on. windows as the’

j_mounta;nglowssnllmNew o

: ight
they-offer Pay.One Prlce night

For'$36, you ¢ can _skl snow ar




